CARIBOO FIRE CENTRE WEATHER FORECAST
ISSUED:  1030 am Thursday, July 7, 2022
VALID:  Through Saturday, July 16, 2022
SYNOPSIS:  Little change is expected in the weather pattern today as the upper low just southwest of Vancouver Island continues to drift slowly northeastward toward the central BC coast. This keeps a moist unstable SSW  flow aloft over the fire centre. Daytime heating will produce scattered showers and thunderstorms over all zones with the eastern Quesnel zone and the Horsefly zone likely to take the brunt of the lightning. Local downpours with these storms have the potential to bring 10 to 20 mm of rain in a short period of time. Winds will be light southwesterly with some afternoon gustiness. Gusts to 50 km/h are possible near convection. Highs today in the upper teens to low 20s with minimum RHs 30-45% over the south Chilcotin and 100 Mile zones with values in the 45 to 65 % range elsewhere. The upper low will move onto the central coast this evening and into the southern zones of the northwest fire centre overnight maintaining a  few showers and isolated evening thundershowers mainly over the Quesnel zone.  Partial clearing can be expected over the south. Good RH recoveries tonight with lows of 8 to 13 C. Winds tonight will be light SW. The upper low moves into the southern Prince George fire centre on Friday allowing a slightly drier and more stable W to SW upper flow to become established across the fire centre. Still enough instability and moisture to create isolated afternoon showers and thundershowers over the NE half of the fire centre.  Winds will be light and gusty from the west to southwest.  Highs will again be limited to the upper teens to low 20s. With the change to a southwest flow, expect a downward trend in RHs except over the west. 
3 TO 5-DAY OUTLOOK…SATURDAY TO MONDAY… The upper low moves into northern Alberta by Saturday leaving a drier W to SW upper flow across the fire centre over the weekend. Temperatures will remain a bit below seasonal averages with any shower or thundershower activity limited to the wet belt.  By Monday a strong upper ridge is expected to begin building northward into southeast BC bringing mainly sunny warm dry conditions to southeast sections of the fire centre. Meanwhile, an upper low approaching the Alaska Panhandle is likely to spread cloud cooler temps and isolated showers to the western Quesnel and northwestern Chilcotin. 
CONFIDENCE:  Good confidence in the unsettled showery pattern with below-average temperatures continuing through Friday. Only fair confidence in trying to nail down rainfall amounts and distribution due to the convective airmass although with the low passing by to the NW of the fire centre Thursday night and Friday it appears no widespread rain is likely. Rainfall amounts will be limited to spotty convective thunderstorms and will likely stay in the 5 to 15 mm range today with lesser amounts on Friday. 
WINDS ALOFT:  Puntzi Mountain
2000 m W 10. 3000m SW 15.
6 TO 10 DAY TUESDAY TO SATURDAY of next week:  The latest long-range models hold Monday’s ridge over southeastern BC as an upper low approaches the Alaska Panhandle. This puts the fire center under a southwest flow aloft with sunny warm conditions over the  100 Mile zone and cloudy cooler conditions over the western Quesnel and northwestern Chilcotin. This pattern of a ridge to the southeast and an upper low to the NW persists through much of the long-range period. The Canadian global model eventually has the ridge dominating with sunny hot conditions by next weekend. Other models are not so bullish on the ridge and keep conditions cooler and unsettled. Needless to say, confidence is fair to poor. 
WEST OF FRASER
TODAY:  Mainly cloudy with scattered afternoon showers and thunderstorms most likely over northern sections..  Winds SW 10-20 G 35 km/h. Gusts to 50 km/h near thunderstorms. MAX TEMP: 17 to 22 C. MIN RH: 30-50%.
TONIGHT:  Mainly cloudy with Isolated showers. Risk of an evening thunderstorm. Partial clearing overnight over the south. Winds light S-SW. Gusty near thundershowers. MIN TEMP: 8-11C. MAX RH: 75-100%.
FRIDAY: Variable cloudiness.  Isolated showers. Isolated afternoon thundershowers over northern sections. Winds SW 10-20 G 35 km/h.  MAX TEMP: 17 to 21 C. MIN RH: 30-40%.
FORECAST  LIGHTNING/DRY LIGHTNING   
Today: Scattered/Nil
Tonight: Risk/Nil
Tomorrow: Isolated/Nil
Venting: Good during the afternoon due to daytime heating and gusty winds. 
EAST OF FRASER
TODAY:   Mainly cloudy with scattered afternoon showers and thunderstorms most likely over northern sections.  Winds S-SW 8-15 G 30 km/h. Gusts to 50 km/h near thunderstorms. MAX TEMP: 18 to 23 C. MIN RH: 30-40%.
TONIGHT:  Mainly cloudy. Isolated showers or thundershowers. Winds light S-SE.  MIN TEMP: 9-13C. MAX RH: 80-100%.
FRIDAY:  Mainly cloudy.  Isolated showers. Isolated afternoon thundershowers mainly over northern sections.  Winds S-SW 8-15 G 30 km/h.   MAX TEMP: 18 to 21 C. MIN RH: 30-45%.
FORECAST  LIGHTNING/DRY LIGHTNING   
Today: Scattered/Nil
Tonight: Isolated/Nil
Tomorrow: Isolated/Nil
Venting:  Good during the afternoon due to daytime heating and gusty winds. 
 
Lightning forecast definitions:
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Description Spatial Coverage

Nil No lightning
Risk Less than 20%
Isolated 20-40%
Scattered 40-60%
Widespread Greater than 60%





